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Prompt #5: Discuss how the title of The Crucible contributes to the understanding of the play
The author Arthur Miller has used the title The Crucible metaphorically across the text. Even though the meaning does not come out clear because the “crucible” has not been used in any part of the text, except the title, Miller’s depiction of themes and issues through imagery, symbolism, and actions of the characters demonstrate the relevance of the title in the text. 
Miller’s text has not used the word “crucible” except in the title, and yet its relevance can be demonstrated through imagery. The term “crucible” is used to refer to the ancient ways of eradicating impurities from substances so that it can remain clean and pure. The relevance of this title is evident in the first Act of the text. For example, Reverend Parris makes a comment that can be closely linked to the concept of “the crucible” that; “we may open up the boil of all our trouble today because in the end witchcraft investigations provoke burning down and destruction” (Miller I. 11). In this comment, Parris uses words like “boil” and “burning,” which directly relate to the image of crucible activity. 
Furthermore, the title’s relevance can also be demonstrated through the symbolic representations of the events in the text. Crucible was used to refer to a heated pot used to melt metals to remove the impurities. In Miller’s text, Salem is the crucible or the earthen pot where people are tried before a court. In the trials, as Miller depicts through the trial of Elizabeth and Proctor in Act II scene 2, innocent people were bombarded with wrongful allegations. Hale pleads with the judge to stop the trials “before another is condemned” (Miller II. 46). Hale’s statement shows how innocent people were blasted with allegations from others and branded witches, in which they were forced to give in and live a lie or be sentenced to death. 
Lastly, Miller has demonstrated the relevance of the title of his text through the actions of the characters. The term “crucible” reflects the actions of the characters, depicted through the themes of moral reputation and righteousness. In Act one of the text, Reverend Parris is so concerned about Abigail’s dance in the forest. Reverend Parris says that he “must know it, for surely my enemies will, and they’ll ruin me with it (Miller I. 2).” Reverend Parris’s statement depicts the superstitious reasoning of the puritan community in Salem as he understands the pressure and heat he would be subjected to if he was accused of witchcraft or blasphemy was given that he is a preacher. 
In conclusion, from the definition of the term “crucible” Miller’s text has portrayed the relevance of the title through imagery, symbolism, and actions of the characters demonstrate the relevance of the title in the text. The term has not been used in the text, but it helps the readers understand the play in deeper and more thoroughly as the definition of this concept reflects the actions of the characters and themes in the play. 
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